This data article represents academic performances of undergraduate students in a select Nigerian Private Tertiary institution from 2008 to 2013. The 2413 dataset categorizes students with respect to their origins (ethnicity), pre-university admission scores and Cumulative Grade Point Averages earned at the end of their study at the university. We present a descriptive statistics showing mean, median, mode, maximum, minimum, range, standard deviation and variance in the performances of these students and a boxplot representation of the performances of these students with respect to their origins.
a b s t r a c t
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Specifications Table

Subject area
Education More specific subject area
Learning Analytics
Type of data Only students with complete records are retained in this study
Experimental features
Included in this paper are descriptive statistics, one-way ANOVA, box-plots
Data source location
The data was gathered from the department of students records at Covenant University, Ota, Nigeria (Latitude 6.67181°N, Longitude 3.1581°E)
Data accessibility
Data is attached in this article within the supplementary material section
Value of the data
The data provided will shed more light on students learning outcomes based on ethnicity; by providing sample data reflecting students' academic performance based on ethnic groups.
The data will provide empirical evidence confirming or refuting the impact of culture on students learning outcomes [1, 2] .
The data will be useful to advise education stakeholders in Nigeria and West Africa on the influence of ethnicity on students learning outcomes.
Data
The data presents a sample of students with respect to their origins from the six (6) geopolitical zones as identified by [3] in Nigeria; North-Central, North-East, North-West, South-East, South-South and South-West as shown in Fig. 1 . These students have graduated from one of the four (4) colleges present in Covenant University, Ota, Nigeria. The students in this observation graduated between 2008 and 2013 (inclusive). The total sample size of this data is 2413, spread across 186, 40, 26, 409, 562, and 1190 students from North-Central, North-East, North-West, South-East, South-South and South-West respectively. The wide difference in the sample of students from some of the geopolitical zones is as a result of the degree of enrollment of students from those regions over the years. We present pre-university scores using the Joint Admission Matriculation Board (JAMB) examination scores [4] and the West Africa Examination Council (WAEC) examination scores [5] ; these examinations are conducted by regulatory bodies in Nigeria and West Africa [6, 7] . University Scores are represented using the Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA).
Experimental design, materials, and methods
The data was retrieved from the department of records and the Center for systems and information services at Covenant University. Tables 1-3 show descriptive statistics of the performances of the students based on their pre-university and university scores. Figs. 2-4 show the boxplot distribution of JAMB, WAEC and CGPA scores for students based on the geopolitical zones representation from 2008 to 2013. 
